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practised may be inferred from the following facts: " It
is clearly established that in every country in Europe
there is an excess of females. The census. of 1851
showed that throughout Great Britain and Ireland the
number of males then amounted to only 48*2 of the
inhabitants. The first census of the North-West Pro-
vinces of India, in 1863, gave 53*4 as the percentage
of males in a population of 30,271,885; whilst the
official census of Mysore, for 1852, showed that in a
population of 3,410,382, the number of adult males ex-
ceeded that of females by nearly 10 per cent, while the
excess of female infants was 16 per cent.!53* From
the Report on the above census it appears that " in the
Thakur caste, 52,763 strong, there was a total of 10,695
male, and of only 5865 female children. . . . Out of
every thousand of the Thakoor population, there are at
least forty-two girls below the age of twelve missing." f

In 1856 an officer was appointed to investigate the
facts of this custom in Northern India. He states that
of the villages visited by him, in 26 out of 308 not a
single girl under six years of age existed. In another
batch of 38 villages he did not find a single girl; mar-
riages were very rare there, and in some places were not
known to have taken place within the recollection of the
present generation. In another instance there was not
a girl over six, and no marriage had taken place there
for over eighty years. In many parts of the Benares
division he also found that marriages had not taken
place within the memory of the present generation.
Other officers in other districts had a similar experi-
ence.

" Among the Rajputs it appears to be customary to
destroy the infant immediately upon its birth; the

* "Medical Jurisprudence," p. 752.                     f Ibid,, p. 752.